
 
2019 KICK-OFF ANNOUNCEMENT 

 
Hello Whiskey Kitties! 
 
Whiskey and Dust returns for their contribution to 2019 Burning Man!  
 
As we begin a New Year, I want to take a moment and thank all of our community members. 
Whether you camped with us last year or you have been an active member for years, you truly 
have helped make Whiskey and Dust what it is today.  
 
Theme for this year: back to the basics and metamorphosis 

● Time to come back to our core values and evolve  
 
Let’s start with some of the basics -  a review of who Whiskey and Dust is, the principles, roles, 
applications, what worked & what didn’t, timeline, upcoming events and projects for the year. 
Bear with me, there is a lot of information to cover most of your questions.  
 
WHO IS WHISKEY AND DUST?  
Established in 2009,  Whiskey and Dust was inherited and transformed from the theme camp 
known as the Mile High Club in 2008. Our fearless leader, Weasel,  incorporated principles that 
include Whiskey education as well a being a platform to contribute various talents back to the 
community.  
  
In previous years, as a volunteer based group with high participation, we have offered events 
and classes such as Yoga, Argentinian Tango, Juggling, Belly Dancing, Journalism and more.  
Currently, Whiskey and Dust is continuing to evolve as a smaller camp with our mission: to be 
challenging and creative while practicing a philosophy known as the Ten Principles of  Burning 
Man.  
 
BURNING MAN 10 PRINCIPLES 

1. Radical Inclusion  
2. Gifting 
3. Decommodification 
4. Radical Self-reliance 
5. Radical Self-expression  
6. Communal Effort 

 

https://burningman.org/culture/philosophical-center/10-principles/
https://burningman.org/culture/philosophical-center/10-principles/


 
7. Civic Responsibility 
8. Leaving No Trace 
9. Participation 
10. Immediacy 

https://burningman.org/culture/philosophical-center/10-principles/ 
 
WHISKEY AND DUST PRINCIPLES 
In addition to the 10 Principles of Burning Man:  

● Whiskey 
● 100% Participation 
● Integrity 
● No Drama 
● Radical Self Reliance vs. Radical Entitlement 
● Community & Care 

 
WHISKEY AND DUST ROLES 
100% Participation! 

● Builder 
● Support/Fluffer 
● Artist 
● Events coordinator / events participation 
● Bartender 

Chores: It doesn’t matter which role you have, everyone participates daily with chores. This is 
how we keep our our Camp moving along during the week.  These are suggestions but are not 
meant to limit the ways in which you participate.  Be creative and do more than 1 thing! 
 
LEADERSHIP ROLES 

● Fox will be continuing with Whiskey and Dust as the main Leadership Role with the help 
of Dante and few core members. We have purchased another whip for whip cracking 
effects, light up suggestive wands, and megaphones for special effects. ;) 
 

APPLYING TO WHISKEY AND DUST 
● Applications are open. Please visit whiskeyanddust.com to apply. 

○ Process: 
■ Apply & sign 100% Participation Pledge 
■ Receive approval or denial 
■ Pay dues 
■ Full acceptance and added onto separate communication platform for for 

this years camp.  
○ Applications close:  

■ July 20, 2019 at 11:59 PM Hard close, no more late applications. (This 
includes: new campers, old campers, people sharing the same footprint, 
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has tiny tent, etc.  Participation starts in January. $500 fee if you ask us 
after July 20th.) 

● Tiered Dues System: 
2 bottles of mid to top shelf whiskey & 100% participation plus: 

○ January 20th: $140 
○ February 20th: $190 
○ March 20th: $240 
○ April 20th: $290 
○ May 20th: $340 
○ June 20th: $390 
○ After July 20th: $500 fee just for asking.  

● Maximum Capacity:  
○ 50 W&D Campmates 

● Virgins 
○ Whiskey and Dust will only accept 5 sponsored Virgins this year to ensure proper 

balance of the community.  
 
WHAT WORKED AND WHAT DIDN’T? 

Highlights 
● Events 

○ Legwrestling! The laughs, the entertainment, the costumes...it was epic.  
○ Goth Night, Hand-jobs, Yoga, Tango, Levi-wand, Movie night, etc.  All the events 

went well and were enjoyed by the participants.  
● Leave No Trace 

○ MOOP (Thanks Everyone! We were Dark Green again)  
○ Fairygothmother - our green expert (Thanks Hawk) 

● Art 
○ Thank you to Red Fox & Space for bringing their spectacular participation and 

fire effects.  
Room for Improvement 
● 100% Participation:  

○ Several people have noticed that we have a group of individuals who participate 
more than others, and some none at all. This year we have a hard 100% 
Participation Policy = meaning all camp members participate. As part of the 
application process, we will require all members to sign our “Participation 
Pledge”. 

● Ticket Sales:  
○ Last year, I personally did a lot of running around.  In an effort to simplify the 

process, tickets buyers/sellers must either meet me at a location that I designate 
or we do the exchange via Tracked USPS and Paypal/Venmo.  

● WAPs Definition:  
○ We issue these passes not simply to facilitate folks getting on site early, but more 

specifically to get folks on site early to work on building your amazing 
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contributions to Black Rock City. It’s not a pass to start the party earlier, it’s a 
pass to start the work earlier so the celebration can be extra great later. (Yes, 
please have fun while you’re working!) 

○ Expectation:  
■ 7:00 am - 10:00 am Breakfast & early risers start 
■ 10:00 am - 12:00 pm; 2:00 pm - 6:00 pm Regular work hours 
■ 12:00 pm - 2:00 pm Siesta 
■ 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm Dinner 
■ 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm Late Starters 

○ 6 hours a day pledge to work on camp 
■ Our camp will be built as a team, not with one member carrying a larger 

workload than all the others. All WAP recipients must pledge a 6 hour a 
day workload.  Personal set-up is considered outside of this pledge. Note: 
please bring work gloves.  

● Paypal: The Friends and Family option often gets missed causing Paypal to charge a 
fee.  Whiskey and Dust absorbed these costs with the exception of ticket sales. So to 
rectify this, I have created two ways of doing this:  

● Paypal: whiskeyanddust1@gmail.com 
● Venmo: @Whiskey-Fox; whiskeyanddust1@gmail.com 

● Trash (bring a plastic bin or bucket with a lid for your own recycle and landfill trash.  This 
way you can put a lid on it and haul it away) 

○ Dumping bags of your personal trash for Whiskey and Dust to haul out is a hard 
issue.  We had more than expected trash last year and had to scramble with 
members to make sure it left Playa.  Help us help you. Plan on taking all the trash 
you create with you. Don’t strap bags of trash on top of your car for it to rip on the 
highway.  Bring a bin or two so you can contain it. 

○ Take off of the all the plastic and packaging before you come to the Burn.  That 
saves SO much trash that you have then haul back out.  Simplify.  

● Community Kitchen: This year we are changing our layout and bringing the kitchen in 
the the camp area. Why?  To create a more inclusive gathering space for all camp 
members.  We will have all the cooking necessities here and will  expand the area to 
have a more casual sitting space for all members to commune, eat and socialize. New 
banners will be added to communicate values and bring visual art to the space. Bring 
extra folding chairs for this area, if you have space. Please refrain from personal kitchen 
spaces. 

● Supplemental Insurance: Safety third until you have to be flown out. We highly 
recommend Supplemental Insurance in case you need to be airlifted to a medical facility 
at the Burn. $50 trumps $30,000. Link: 
https://burningman.org/event/preparation/health-safety/medflight-evacuation/ 

● Generator plan: Earth Guardians made a huge presence this year. ALL Generators 
must be in a container off the ground in case of spillage (perhaps a roasting pan? Don’t 
use a tub, they melt.) and all generators must have a fire extinguishers next to them.  We 
will be working with members for placement area that affects other camp members less.  
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● Whiskey: No more well whiskey. Must be Bulleit grade and above.  

 
TIMELINE (Based on last year; subject to change) <Review last year’s notes and add> 

● January 
○ Applications open 
○ Bling Sales open 

● February  
○ Events & Participation Begins 
○ Directed Group Sales 

● March 
○ Events & Participation 
○ Individual Ticket Sales 

● April 
○ Events & Participation 

● May  
○ Events & Participation 
○ New Logo & Stickers 

● June 
○ Events & Participation 
○ Event Descriptions are due 
○ Tickets start to arrive 

● July 
○ Events & Participation 
○ Applications close 
○ Placement Announcement 
○ WAPs Announcement 
○ Art Projects Deadline 
○ More tickets arrive 

● August 
○ Final Meet & Greet Party before the Burn 

■ Bling and Sticker Sales close 
○ WAPs Assigned 
○ Final scramble to prepare 
○ Last of the tickets arrive 
○ Burning Man 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

● 1st Sunday of the Month (Tentatively 12:00 - 8:00 PM, more to be posted via 
Facebook Events Invite) 

○ Art and Projects Day 
■ Art Panels for the back of camp 
■ Lightbright Project 
■ Get ready for the Burn projects 
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● Virgin Party 

○ Radical Self Reliance 
○ What’s in your backpack? 
○ Do you have a cup? 
○ Culture roles 
○ How to survive the Burn? 

● Clothing Swap 
● Balms & Chapsticks 
● Decorate your bike 
● Bike Pole Light 
● Build a beltbag - carry all your things with you 
● More ideas? 

● 3rd Sunday of the Month (Tentatively 4:00 PM - 8:00 PM, more to be posted via 
Facebook Events Invite) 

○ Potluck (Weasel’s rule: if you don’t bring food then you don't eat) 
○ Meet and Greet 
○ Building connections 
○ Whiskey Review: try a new whiskey and judge it 
○ Review of culture, emergency policies and any pending ideas 

● What we need? 
○ Location.  Currently I am unable to host these events as I am in the process of 

looking for a new home.  Please contact me directly if you are willing to host an 
event.  

○ Donation of materials for the Art and Projects days.  
 
PROJECTS THIS YEAR 

● More Art! 
○ Panels for back of camp with color changing lights 
○ Panels for front of camp 
○ Lightbright idea (any electricians around?) 
○ I’m open to hear more ideas.  

● Lighting: 
○ More lighting for the front of Camp 
○ Lighting for Events Tent 

● Policies: 
○ 100% Participation 
○ Emergency Procedure 

■ Having a radio to call emergency services or rangers? Where it is 
located? 

■ How do we do this? Let’s get everyone on the same page. 
● Bling: 

○ Tags: Tags are in! 
■ Silver: 10th Anniversary Edition 
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● Cost: $10 per tag or 3 for $20. 
● Pay: See Venmo or Paypal options above.  
● Postage: $3.50 (depending on quantity) 
● Proceeds will be given to camp improvements 

■ Purple: Less than 100 remaining 
● Cost: $5 per tag or 5 for $20. 
● Postage: $3.50 (depending on quantity) 
● Proceeds will be given to camp improvements 

○ Stickers 
■ This year’s Logo and Stickers will be coming in May 2019 
■ Previous years are still available.  

● Events: 
○ Movies every night in the Events Tent during the Burn 

■ Adopting the Shadow box idea with a white stretchy material so street 
view can see the movie.  

○ Goal is to have even more events this year 
■ Classes 
■ Themed Nights 
■ Just something fun to do 
■ Gifts 

● Tentative: 
○ Camp Porta-Potties 
○ Shower upgrades 
○ Lapel Mic and speakers for Events Tent 
○ Fundraiser for new Events Tent 

 
LAST NOTE 
Lastly, if I have to ask what your contribution was, or if you brought your drama to Whiskey and 
Dust, then you may want to rethink your application.  
 
If you read all that, then you really are the rock star burners I know you to be. Looking forward to 
another great year in the dust.  
 
Whiskey Kisses,  
Fox & Dante 
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